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MERCURIAL  &  NON-MERCURIAL 
TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS. 


surgeon  to  the  fahringdon  dispensary;  vacoinatob  to  king's  college 

hospital;  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


"  It  is  sm-ely  of  the  first  importance,  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  to  be  certain  that, 
in  attempting  to  drive  one  poison  out  of  the  system,  we  do  not  introduce  another  poison, 
more  subtle  and  more  baneful,  in  the  place  of  that  which  we  are  seeking  to  eradicate." 
Db.  Wilson. 
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ROBERT  HARDWICKE,  192,  PICCADILLY. 


1866. 


PREFACE 


A  PORTION  of  this  pamphlet  having  been  read 
before  the  "Medical  Society  of  London,"  some 
of  my  medical  friends  have  induced  me  to  enlarge 
the  same.  The  object  of  it  is  to  institute  a  slight 
comparison  between  the  mercurial  and  non-mer- 
cmial  treatment  of  SyphiHs.  I  have  written  this 
in  the  hope  that  the  authors  I  have  quoted  upon 
each  mode  of  treatment  may  have  their  various 
opinions  brought  before  my  medical  brethren  in 
a  more  concise  form  than  when  the  reader  has 
to  refer  to  so  many  different  works  on  the  same 
disease. 

The  mercurial  treatment  of  Syphilis  having  met 
with  so  little  success  at  the  hands  of  so  many 
distinguished  medical  men,  I  bring  my  own  ex- 
perience to  bear  upon  this  subject,  which  is  cer- 
tainly irr  favour  of  the  non-mercurial  mode  of 
treatment. 

A  2 
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I  wish  also  most  earnestly  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Profession  to  the  great  success  that  has 
followed  this  mode  of  treatment  in  hereditary 
Syphilis,  as  is  shown  by  the  results  from  the 
practice  of  my  friends  and  myself. 

E.  W.  D. 

13,  SuREEY  Street,  Strand, 
May,  1866. 
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ON  THE 
OF 

SYPHILIS. 


The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Syphilis  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  many  of  the  ablest  and 
best  minds  in  om*  profession  ever  since  the  disease 
has  been  Imown,  and  volume  upon  volume  has 
been  written  upon  the  subject ;  but  as  regards 
treatment,  we  of  the  present  day  have  not  made 
much  advance  upon  the  past.  At  the  present  time 
the  disease  is  treated  by  three  methods,  viz.,  the 
simple,  or  non-mercurial,  the  mercurial,  and  by 
syphihsation.  The  latter  mode  of  treatment  has 
not  been  studied  in  this  country  until  very  lately, 
and  the  results  of  the  experiments  carried  on  at 
the  Lock  Hospital  by  Professor  Boeck  have  not  yet 
been  published,  but  the  success  following  this  mode 
of  treatment  in  his  own  country  has  been  greater 
than  either  the  mercurial  or  non-mercurial.  We 
find,  if  we  refer  to  the  authors  who  write  on  the 
subject  in  the  sixteenth  century,  that  there  were 
two  modes  of  treating  this  disease,  viz.,  the  mer- 
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curial  and  the  non-mercurial,  each  method  having 
its  supporters. 

In  the  year  1649,  Ambrose  Pare  states  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Mainie  sorts  of  remedies  have  been  found 
out  by  mainie  to  oppugn  and  overcom  this  diseas, 
yet  at  this  daie  there  are  onely  four  which  are 
principally  used.    The  first  is  by  a  decoction  of 

•  Guaicum,'  the  second  by  unction,  the  third  by 
emplasters,  and  the  fourth  by  fumigation,  all  of 
them  by  '  liydrargijrum,'  the  first  excepted ;  yet 
that  is  not  sufficiently  strong  and  powerful,  for 
experience  hath  taught  that  the  decoction  of 

*  Guaicum  '  hath  not  sufficient  strength  to  extin- 
guish the  venom  of  the  venereous  virulencie,  but 
onely  to  give  it  eas  for  a  time,  for  because  it  heat's, 
attenuate's,  provoke's  sweat  and  urine,  wast's 
the  excrementitious  humors  by  drying  them,  it 
seemeth  to  cure  the  diseas ;  for  that  thereupon, 
for  some  time,  the  pain  and  all  other  sjTnptoms 
seem  more  remiss ;  but  these  endeavours  are  weak 
and  deceitful,  as  whereby  that  onely  which  is  more 
subtle  in  the  humors  in  fault,  is  exhausted  and 
dispersed  by  sweat.  But  *  Hydrargijrum '  is  a 
certain  higher  power,  contains  therein  all  the 
power  of  Guaicum,  yet  much  more  excellent  and 
efficacious ;  for  besides  that  it  heat's,  attenuate's, 
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cut's,  resolv's,  and  drie's,  it  provoke's  sweat  and 
urine,  and,  besides,  it  expel's  noxious  humors 
upwards  and  downwards  by  the  mouth  and  stool, 
by  which  evacuations  not  onely  the  more  subtle, 
but  also  the  more  gross  and  feculent  excrements, 
wherein  the  seat  of  this  diseas  is 'properly  fixed, 
are  dispersed  and  evacuated,  by  which  the  physi- 
cian may  be  bold  to  assure  himself  of  certain 
victorie  over  the  diseas.  But  after  the  use  of  the 
decoction  of  '  Guaicum,'  fresh  pains  and  knots  arise 
by  the  reliques  of  the  more  gross  and  viscous 
humors  left  in  the  cavities  of  the  entrails,  but 
*  Hijdrargyrum'  leav's  no  reliques  behinde  it.  " 

In  the  eighteenth  century  we  also  find  that 
there  is  still  as  great  a  division  in  the  treatment 
of  this  disease,  Hensler,  Cockburn,  and  others 
asserting,  that  specific  treatment  is  not  necessary, 
while  John  Hunter  produced  his  theory,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  partizans  of  a  venereal  virus 
and  mercury. 

John  Hunter,  in  his  treatise  on  the  venereal 
disease,  says,  ''Nothing  can  show  more  the  un- 
grateful or  unsettled  mind  of  man  than  his  treat- 
ment of  this  medicine.  If  there  is  such  a  thins 
as  a  specific,  mercury  is  one  for  the  venereal 
disease  in  two  of  its  forms,  yet  mankind  are  in 
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pursuit  of  other  specifics  for  the  disease,  as  if 
specifics  were  raore  common  than  diseases,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  are  too  often  contented 
with  the  common  mode  of  treating  many  other 
diseases  for  which  they  have  no  specific,  and  these 
prejudices  are'  supported  by  the  pubhc,  who  have 
in  their  minds  a  dread  of  this  medicine,  arising 
from  the  want  of  knowledge  of  our  predecessors  in 
administering  it,  and  many  of  the  present  age, 
who  are  equally  ignorant,  take  advantages  of  this 
weakness.  Mercury  in  the  constitution  acts  on  all 
parts  of  the  machine,  cures  those  which  are  diseased, 
and  affecting  but  little  those  that  are  sound." 

In  reference  to  Guaiacum,  he  says,  "I  found  it 
had  considerable  specific  power  over  the  disease, 
consequently  it  may  be  of  service  in  slight  cases 
where  it  may  be  inconvenient  and  improper  to  give 
mercury,  on  account  of  some  other  disease.  These 
cases,  however,  I  have  not  yet  ascertained,  as  it 
may  be  given  in  these  cases  when  it  is  apprehended 
that  the  quantity  of  mercury  necessary  to  subdue 
the  disease  would  be  too  much  for  the  constitution 
to  bear ;  cases  which  sometimes  occur.  The  sar- 
saparilla  appeared  to  have  no  effect  at  all." 

But  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century  that  the  great  crusade  was  made  against 
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the  specific  mode  of  treatment,  no  doubt  from  the 
fact  of  seeing  so  many  dreadful  results  arising 
from  over-doses  of  this  di'ug.  The  non-mercurial 
treatment  of  Syphihs  in  the  earUer  part  of  this 
century  was  supported  by  the  Royal  Council  of 
Health  of  Sweden,  Fricke,  Duvergie  Kayser, 
Eapatel,  Desruelles  brothers,  Judd,  Hennen, 
Guthrie,  and  many  others. 

From  1800  to  1835,  according  to  the  "  British 
and  Foreign  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Eeview," 
vol.   5,  in  an   article  on,  Syphilis,  "We  find 
the  sum  total  of  cases  submitted  to  the  above 
experiments  amount  to  about  80,000;  indeed, 
they  might  be  fixed  at  a  much  higher  number, 
and  it  appears  that  the  proportion  of  relapses 
and  secondaries,  where  the  primary  sore  has 
been  treated  without  mercury,  is  at  the  lowest 
estimate    ten,  and  the  highest  twenty,  in  a 
hundred.    We  are  perfectly  wilhng  to  admit  that 
the  great  irregularities  which  characterize  Syphilis, 
and  the  very  different  conditions  under  which  it 
appears,   give  less  force  to  ■  statistical  evidence 
applied  to  its  elucidation  than  to  that  of  many 
other  diseases.    Yet,  making  every  allowance  for 
data  thus  collected,  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  incompetence  of  many  of  the  individuals  to 
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observe  accurately,  and  the  party  feeling  of  others, 
combined  with  the  perplexities  arising  from  the 
mal- administration  of  mercury,  &c,,  &c.,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  a  sufficient  mass  of  observations 
remain  to  establish  the  fact  that  a  large  majority 
of  primary  syphilitic  affections  get  well  like  ulcers, 
under  simple  treatment,  or  even  by  the  unaided 
powers  of  the  constitution,  and  that  of  those  cases 
of  secondary  disease  which  do  occur,  although 
perhaps  subject  to  more  frequent  relapses,  the 
greater  number  will  ultimately  wear  out,  or  be 
overcome  by  the  mere  action  of  the  secretory  and 
excretory  functions,  thus  leaving  a  small  re- 
mainder of  inveterate  instances  to  be  combated 
by  other  means." 

Dr.  Colles,  in  his  work  "  Practical  Observa- 
tions on  the  Venereal  Disease,  and  on  the  use  of 
Mercury,"  says,  "We  must  acknowledge  that  the 
profession  is  highly  indebted  to  those  who  have 
lately  introduced  the  non-mercurial  plan  of  treat- 
ment, for  we  have  now  not  only  acquired  a  second 
Hne  of  treatment  for  venereal  cases,  but,  what  is  of 
the  highest  value,  we  have  been  released  from  an 
inveterate  and  deep-rooted  error,  from  an  un- 
founded conviction  that  the  venereal  disease  could 
not  be  cured  by  the  innate  powers  of  the  system, 
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unless  aided  by  mercury.  I  need  not  add  that  all 
the  opinions  and  practices  consequent  on  this  pre- 
judice have  been  subverted." 

Dr.  Graves,  in  his  cHnical  lectures  on  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  1844,  says,  "Who  can  read 
without  shuddering  the  long  detail  of  misery 
inflicted  upon  unfortunate  venereal  patients  in 
the  time  of  our  predecessors, — the  exliausting 
salivations,  the  inveterate  nodes,  the  frightful 
caries  and  sloughing,  the  emaciations,  the  hectic, 
the  rapid,  hngering,  but  ever  fatal  phthisis, — hun- 
di-eds  of  victims  whose  slight  primary  symptoms 
might  have  been  successfully  treated  without  a 
single  grain  of  mercury  have  had  their  constitu- 
tions gradually  broken  down,  until  at  length 
scrofula  became  fully  developed,  and  was  quickly 
followed  by  its  attendant  tubercular  consumption." 

The  mercurial  mode  of  treatment  was  equally 
strongly  supported  by  Carmichael;  even  Desruelles 
admits  the  superior  ef&cacy  of  mercury  in  the 
indurated  form  of  chancre  ;  Ben6,  Wallace,  Dupuy- 
tren,  Brodie,  Evans,  Abernethy,  Osterlin,  and 
many  others.  In  the  Elements  of  Practical 
Medicine"  by  Franciscus  Bene,  M.D.  1833,  he 
says,  "  Many  cases  are  adduced  by  Enghsh, 
French,  and  German  physicians,  by  which  they 
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have  endeavoured  to  prove  mercury  to  be  unneces- 
sary in  the  treatment  of  syphihtic  ulcers.  We  do 
not  doubt  the  observations  of  celebrated  men,  but 
to  us  it  appears  in  the  highest  degree  probable 
that  the  ulcers  which  have  been  cured  without 
mercury,  and  without  any  after  consequences, 
were  not  syphilitic;"  and  he  recommends  the 
patient  to  be  salivated,  and  the  effect  to  be  kept 
up  for  several  weeks.  His  favourite  remedy  is 
by  inunction  causing  ptyalism  to  the  extent  of 
three  pints  and  upwards  in  the  day,  and  continued 
at  least  four  weeks. 

In  the  works  of  all  the  authors  above  enu- 
merated, we  find  that  although  their  patients 
have  been  treated  strictly  according  to  the  mer- 
curial mode  of  treatment,  they  have  secondary 
symptoms,  even  caries  and  necrosis  of  bones. 
Amongst  the  earlier  non-mercurialists,  we  find 
also  that  their  patients  have  secondary  symptoms ; 
but  there  is  not  a  single  case  mentioned  either  of 
caries  or  necrosis  of  bones — the  only  difference 
in  the  evidence  of  the  earlier  writers  of  the 
present  century  relates  to  the  point  under  which 
mode  of  treatment  secondary  symptoms  are  the 
most  frequent. 

From  the  report  of  the  Army  Board,  dated 
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April  2nd,  1819,  it  appears  that  1,^40  cases  of 
ulceration  of  the  genitals  occurred  between  1816 
— 19,  and  were  treated  without  mercury ;  96  cases 
of  secondary  symptoms  occurred ;  2,827  cases  of 
ulceration  of  the  genitals  were  treated  with  mer- 
cury, with  only  51  cases  of  secondary  symptoms. 

Mr.  Dease,  of  the  York  Hospital,  says  that  in 
60  cases  of  ulcers  of  the  penis  treated  by  simple 
means,  secondaries  occurred  in  6  cases. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Judd  treated  40  cases  without 
mercury,  7  cases  of  secondaries  occurred,  all 
very  slight ;  but  out  of  the  40  cases  treated  by 
mercury,  he  had  10  cases  of  secondaries — one  a 
case  of  exfoliation  of  the  alveolar  process  of  the 
jaw,  and  two  cases  of  iritis. 

Mr.  Green,  of  Bristol,  treated  100  cases  without 
mercuiy,  with  only  9  cases  of  secondary  symp- 
toms. 

Dr.  Fricke,  of  Hamburg,  treated  573  cases  with 
mercury — 165  had  secondary  symptoms.  Dr. 
Fricke  discovered,  contrary  to  his  expectations, 
that  the  disease  was  cured  more  rapidly  without 
mercury,  and  that  relapses  were  much  less  frequent 
and  slighter. 

Dr.  Hennen  treated  407  cases  of  primary  sore 
without  mercury — secondary  symptoms  followed 
in  46. 
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Prof.  J.  Thompson  treated  155  cases  without 
mercury — IG  had  secondary  symptoms. 

Dr.  Kurris,  of  Philadelphia,  treated  164  cases 
without  mercury — only  3  cases  of  secondary  symp- 
toms. 

Dr.  Kichond,  of  Paris,  treated  1,442  cases  by 
mercury — 63  cases  of  secondary  symptoms,  and 
947  cases  without  mercury,  with  24  cases  of 
secondary  symptoms. 

Thus  we  have  4,882  cases  treated  with  mercury 
— 289  cases  of  secondary  symptoms  occurred;  that 
is,  1  case  in  16  ;  and  3,813  cases  treated  without 
mercury,  with  207  cases  of  secondary  symptoms, 
that  is,  1  case  in  18.  Therefore,  from  these  few 
statistics  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  we  find 
that  secondary  symptoms  occur  more  fi*equently 
under  the  mercurial  than  the  non-mercurial. 
This  fact  is  also  shown  to  be  the  case  in  the 
present  day  from  the  observations  of  Professor 
Boeck,  who  states  that  3,123  persons  were  treated 
for  Syphilis  by  mercury — 1,036  had  returns  of 
the  disease,  that  is,  33  per  cent. ;  280  persons 
were  treated  without  mercury — 82  had  returns  of 
the  disease,  that  is,  28  per  cent. 

From  Dr.  Fricke  and  W.  H.  Judd's  experience, 
the  secondary  symptoms  are  much  slighter  under 
the  non-mercurial  than  the  mercurial  treatment. 
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Samuel  Cooper,  in  his  work  on  tlie  Practice  of 
Surgery,  1826,  states,  As  to  the  general  mild- 
ness and  curability,  without  mercury,  of  the 
secondary  symptoms,  which  take  place  in  cases 
where  that  mineral  has  not  been  employed, 
reports  of  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  entered 
into  this  investigation  completely  agree.  They 
also  concur  about  the  rarity  of  affections  of  the 
bones  ;  "  but  in  his  "  Surgical  Dictionary,"  1825, 
he  states  that,  "  When  I  was  an  apprentice  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  most  of  the  venereal 
patients  in  that  establishment  were  seen  with 
their  ulcerated  tongues  hanging  out  of  their 
mouths,  their  faces  prodigiously  swelled,  and 
their  saliva  flowing  out  in  streams.  The  wards 
were  not  sufliciently  ventilated,  and  the  stench 
was  so  great,  that  the  places  well  deserved  the 
appellation  of  foul.  Yet,  notwithstanding  mercury 
was  thus  pushed  (as  the  favourite  expression  was), 
it  was  then  common  to  see  many  patients  suffer 
the  most  dreadful  of  mutilations  in  consequence 
of  sloughing  ulcers  of  the  penis ;  other  patients, 
whose  noses  and  palates  were  lost ;  others  who 
were  covered  with  nodes,  and  dreadful  phaged^enic 
sores." 

Amongst  the  mercuriaHsts  of  the  present  day, 
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we  find  most  of  the  leading  surgeons,  viz.,  Ricord, 
Cazenave,  Acton,  Lee,  Brodie,  De  Meric,  Langs- 
ton  Parker,  Erichsen,  Hamilton,  and  many  others. 
Ricord  even  asserts  that  the  surgeon  who  omits 
the  full  mercurial  course  of  treatment  ought  to  be 
considered  responsible  for  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms that  are  almost  sure  to  succeed  the  omission 
of  mercury.  M.  CuUerier,  in  the  '*  Memoires  de 
le  Soci6te  de  Chirurgi6  de  Paris,"  tom  I.,  1847 — 9, 
states,  in  reference  to  Ricord's  opinion  as  to  the 
modifying  influence  of  the  mercurial  treatment, 
that  it  is  observed  that  out  of  28  cases  6  had  been 
treated  for  primary  disease  alone,  9  had  under- 
gone treatment  for  both  primary  and  secondary, 
13  had  undergone  treatment  for  the  secondary 
symptoms,  and  in  4  of  these  tertiary  symptoms 
had  appeared  during  the  treatment.  It  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  so  many  as  13  out  of  28  cases 
should  have  undergone  the  mercurial  treatment 
without  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease.  So, 
,  too,  in  observations  derived  from  other  sources,  an 
enormous  proportion  of  secondary  symptoms  will 
be  found  in  which  mercurial  treatment  was 
adopted  for  the  primary.  Thus,  not  to  cite 
authors  who  confound  all  species  of  constitutional 
Syphilis  under  the  name  of  secondary  symptoms, 
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reference  may  be  made  to  M.  Martin's  essay  on 
syphilitic  erniDtions,  that  a  majority  of  these 
patients  had  undergone  mercurial  treatment.* 

Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  Bart.,  in  a  lecture  delivered  at 
St.  George's  Hospital,  on  this  subject,  says  : — 
"  Experience  proves  to  me,  and  I  am  sure  it  will 
prove  to  you  also,  that  we  have  found  no  remedy 
having  the  same  power  to  extinguish  the  venereal 
poison  as  mercury.  But  then  it  must  be  judi- 
ciously administered  at  the  time,  and  in  such  cases 
only  as  are  proper  for  it ;  and,  without  all  this 
care,  it  may  do  great  harm.  In  this  there  is 
nothing  remarkable.  With  an  exception,  perhaps, 
of  sarsaparilla,  I  do  not  know  any  medicine 
capable  of  doing  great  good,  that  may  not,  under 
certain  circumstances,  operate  as  a  poison.  A 
remedy  that  is  strong  enough  to  do  good  is  almost 
invariably  strong  enough  to  do  harm,  if  it  is  not 
properly  used.  You  are  not,  then,  to  suppose  that 
you  are  to  administer  mercury  as  a  matter  of 
com^se  in  all  cases  of  Syphilis;  but  the  general 
rule  is,  tl^at  it  should  be  given,  and  it  being  so, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  briefly  not  the  cases 
in  which  you  may  exhibit  it,  but  those  in  which 

*  "  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Chir.  Eevie-w,"  vol.  10.  ISTew 
Series. 
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you  either  do  not  give  it  at  all,  or  give  it  with 
special  caution.  There  are  persons  of  a  certain 
delicate  constitution,  having  what  is  called  a 
*  scrofulous  diathesis,'  disposed  to  phthisis  and 
other  diseases  of  the  same  class,  and  here  jou 
should  not  administer  mercury  until  you  are  quite 
sure  that  it  is  wanted.  Wlien,  in  these  cases,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  exhibit  mercury,  it  must  be 
done  with  great  care.  The  remedy  must  be  given 
in  moderate  doses,  and  the  patient  must  be  well 
watched  all  the  time  that  he  is  using  it." 

Mr.  Henry  Lee  says  that  the  system  should  be 
kept  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  not  only 
until  the  ulcer  is  healed,  but  until  the  induration 
has  disappeared.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  doctrine 
of  all  the  mercurialists,  some  even  asserting  that 
the  indurated  sore  cannot  be  treated  without  the 
aid  of  mercury.  Mr.  Lee,  in  a  paper  on  the  in- 
fecting sore,  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal," 
states  as  follows,  as  regards  the  influence  of 
mercury  : — "  The  action  of  mercury  has  admittedly 
the  power  of  putting  off  the  appearance-  of  second- 
ary symptoms,  if  not  preventing  their  appearance 
altogether.  It  consequently  happens  that  com- 
paratively few  of  the  patients  whose  cases  are 
mentioned  in  the  table  were  affected  with  second- 
ary symptoms  durmg  the  time  they  remained 
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under  observation.  In  some  of  these,  however, 
the  secondary  symptoms  appeared  during  the 
time  that  they  were  taking  mercury,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  they  showed  themselves 
in  a  large  proportion  of  the  other  cases  after  they 
left  the  hospital.  It  is  impossible  to  get  any 
accurate  account  of  these,  as  far  as  the  individual 
cases  are  concerned,  but  taking  an  equal  period  of 
time,  viz.,  12  months,  73  cases  presented  them- 
selves in  which  the  specific  adhesive  inflammation 
(the  indurated  sore)  was  known  to  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  secondary  symptoms." 

I  su^jpose  that  aU  these  73  cases  had  under- 
gone mercurial  treatment,  without  preventing  the 
secondary  disease. 

Mr.  Acton,  in  his  work  "  On  the  Diseases  of 
Urinary  and  Generative  Organs  in  both  Sexes," 
1851,  says  "  that  if  a  sore  gets  well  without  mer- 
cury, and  the  patient  does  not  suffer  under 
secondary  symptoms  ivithin  six  months,  they 
NEVEB  WILL  occuE.  Ho  has  a  perfect  immunity, 
provided  he  contracts  no  second  sore.  But  if  the 
sore  be  treated  with  mercury,  the  patient  may,  it  is 
true,  remain  free  from  secondary  symptoms  some 
months,  yes,  perhaps  years.  They  may  be  so 
slight  as  to  pass  unnoticed ;  or,  lastly,  such  a 
patient  may  escape  secondary  symptoms  alto- 
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getlier,  and  years  will  pass  before  the  tertiaiy  form 
will  break  out." 

Yet  Mr.  Acton  is  a  mercurialist.  Now,  as  it 
seems  by  this  statement  that  the  only  effect  of  the 
mercury  is  to  retard  the  secondary  symptoms,  or 
to  prevent  their  appearance,  whilst  yet  the  disease 
remains  latent  in  the  blood  for  months,  or  even 
years,  and  then  tertiary  disease  will  break  out, 
would  it  no':  then  be  a  great  deal  better  to  avoid 
the  use  of  the  mineral  in  the  treatment,  since 
evidently  Mr.  Acton  does  not  think  mercury  can 
cure  the  disease  ? 

Mr.  J.  Erichsen,  in  his  Science  and  Art  of 
Surgery,"  states,  "  I  cannot  agree  with  the  state- 
ment that  secondary  symptoms  are  less  frequent 
after  the  simple  than  after  the  mercurial  treatment 
of  Syphilis.  I  have  seen  the  non-mercurial  plan 
of  treatment  very  extensively  employed  at  the 
University  College  Hospital;  indeed,  it  was  for- 
merly almost  invariably  practised  there,  more 
particularly  in  the  syphilitic  cases  occurring 
amongst  the  out-patients  under  the  late  Mr.  Mor- 
ton, who  strongly  advocated  it ;  and  I  have  had 
repeated  occasion  to  observe  the  frequency  with 
which  it  was  followed  by  secondary  symptoms. 
In  private  practice,  also,  I  have  had  considerable 
opportunities  of  comparing  the  two  methods,  and 
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I  can  safely  say  that  I  have  seen  the  simple  treat- 
ment more  frequently  followed  by  secondary  symp- 
toms, than  the  mercurial  plan  has  been  when 
properly  and  judiciously  employed.    The  sup- 
porters of  the  non-mercurial  treatment,  when 
obhged  to  admit  the  great  frequency  with  which  it 
is  followed  by  secondary  symptoms,  argue  that, 
if  more  frequent,  they  are  less  severe  after  the 
simple  than  after  the  mercurial  plan ;  and  they 
state  somewhat  dogmatically — and  as  it  appears  to 
me  without  much  evidence  to  support  this  state- 
ment— *  that  mercury  and  Syphihs  together  form  a 
poisonous  compound  in  the  system  which  produces 
the  worst  and  most  destructive  forms  of  constitu- 
tional Syphilis.    Some  of  the  recent  forms  of  con- 
stitutional Syphilis  I  have  of  late  seen  occurred 
in  patients  to  whom  no  mercury  had  been  admi- 
nistered, but  in  whom  the  syphilitic  virus  had 
been  allowed  to  exercise  its  influence  unchecked 
save  by  the  so-called  simple  treatment.  That 
mercury,  in  many  cases,  is  antagonistic  to  the 
syphilitic  poison,  appears  evident  from  the  fact, 
that  in  some  instances  chancre  will  not  heal  unless 
it  be  given  internally,  from  its  influence  in  in- 
fantile Syphilis,  and  that  when  properly  adminis- 
tered to  healthy  constitutions,  it  may  almost  to  a 
certainty  be  looked  upon  as  a  preventive  to  the 
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occurrence  of  constitutional  Syphilis.  When  it 
fails,  as  it  doubtless  does  in  many  cases,  to  pre- 
vent or  eradicate  the  constitutional  infection,  the 
cause  of  the  non-success  may  usually  be  traced 
either  to  want  of  care  in  its  administration,  or  to 
the  existence  of  an  impaired  state  of  the  patient's 
health." 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Erichsen  is  very  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  mercurial  treatment,  yet  it  is  quite 
contrary  to  the  evidence  of  Professor  Boeck,  of 
Christiania,  on  this  point.  His  opinion  is,  that 
under  the  non-mercurial  treatment,  secondaries 
are  less  frequent  and  never  so  severe  as  under  the 
mercurial. 

J.  Miller,  F.R.S.E.,  in  his  Practice  of  Surgery, 
says: — "  That  mercury  is  a  specific,  indispensable 
as  well  as  infallible,  for  the  venereal  disease  in  all 
forms,  is  a  maxim  which,  happily  for  mankind,  is 
falling  into  desuetude.  It  is  now  abundantly 
established  that  many  forms  of  the  disease,  nay, 
the  greater  number  of  cases,  are  capable  of  perfect 
cure  without  the  use  of  the  mineral ;  that  by 
simple  means — that  is,  non-mercurial — the  cure  is 
shorter :  the  symptoms  prove  less  grave,  and  im- 
munity from  future  calamity  connected  with  the 
attack,  its  progress,  or  its  mode  of  cure,  is  much 
more  certain.    In  other  words,  the  system  is 
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cleared  quite  effectually  of  tlie  venereal  poison,  and 
it  is  saved  from  the  pernicious  effects  of  the 
mercurial  poison,  perhaps  the  more  formidable  of 
the  two.  There  are  certain  cases,  however,  in 
which  it  has  been  shown,  by  experience,  that  a 
satisfactory  issue  cannot  be  obtained  without  re- 
course to  mercury.  And  in  those  cases  its  judicious 
employment  seldom  leaves  any  deleterious  im- 
pression on  the  system,  there  being  then  a 
decided  tolerance  of  its  administration." 

M.  Cazenave  states  that  mercury  is  not  a 
specific  for  Syphilis,  and,  however  carefully  ad- 
ministered, it  will  not  prevent  a  relapse;  the 
primary  symptoms  of  the  disease  may  disappear 
imder  the  influence  of  an  antiphlogistic  treatment, 
but  the  mercurial  is  the  most  powerful  means  we 
possess  for  aiding  a  constitutional  reaction  against 
the  syphihtic  virus ;  he  also  gives  preference  to 
mercury  above  all  other  remedies  in  the  treatment 
of  venereal  eruptions. 

0.  Miiller,  of  Vienna,  affirms  that  mercurial 
treatment  is  in  no  way  prejudicial,  but  the  con- 
trary, even  when  carried  on  during  pregnancy. 
In  eleven  cases  recorded  by  the  author,  the  chil- 
dren begotten  after  this  treatment  were  healthy 
and  remained  so. 

Sir  C.  Bell  says,  "  Is  there  any  experienced 


24 


senior  of  the  profession,  who,  having  a  son  of  18 
or  20,  and  that  son  having  a  chancre,  would 
treat  him  without  mercury  ?  No,  there  is  no  such 
unnatural  person."  We  of  the  present  day  have 
found  these  unnatural  persons  in  the  names  of 
Boeck,  Bidenkap,  Syme,  Hermann,  Weeden  Cooke, 
Baerensprung,  Marsden,  Drysdale,  and  many  others 
who  do  not  trust  to  the  mercurial  treatment  in 
either  the  primary  or  secondary  form  of  the 
disease,  but  rely  on  simple  remedies,  and  they 
assert  that  the  more  intractable  forms  of  SyphiUs 
are  caused  by  the  complication  with  the  mercury 
which  the  patient  may  have  taken.  This  also  was 
the  opinion  of  the  earlier  non-mercurialists. 

Mr.  H.  Lee,  in  his  observations  of  160  cases  of 
Syphilis,  states  that  the  papular  and  scaly  erup- 
tions are  observed  in  greater  relative  proportion 
in  those  cases  where  the  primary  disease  has  been 
treated  by  local  means,  and  that  the  pustular  and 
tubercular  eruptions  are  most  common  after  the 
administration  of  mercury.  This,  I  think,  bears 
out  strongly  the  views  of  the  non-mercuriahsts ; 
since  they  say  that  the  secondary  symptoms  which 
follow  their  treatment  are  not  nearly  so  severe  as 
those  which  follow  the  mercurial. 

The  opinions  of  M.  CuUerier,  on  the  treatment 
of  SyphiUs,  extracted  from  M,  Lucas  Champonnier^s 
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practical  researches  on  the  treatment  of  SyphiHs, 
are — 

1st.  That  relapses,  after  the  employment  of 
simple  treatment  regularly  administered,  are  ex- 
tremely rare,  but  that  they  occur  at  a  very  early 
period  after  the  primitiye  affection. 

2nd.  That  those,  after  primitive  symptoms 
abandoned  to  themselves,  or  of  which  the  cure 
has  been  accelerated  by  cauterization,  are  not  rare, 
but  in  general  they  are  not  serious. 

3rd.  That  relapses  after,  incomplete  mercurial 
treatment  are  very  common,  and  that  consecutive 
symptoms  of  all  kinds,  and  of  all  degrees  of 
severity,  manifest  themselves  at  any  period. 

4th.  That  relapses  among  individuals,  who  at 
every  appearance  of  primitive  symptoms  have  un- 
dergone a  mercurial  treatment  in  a  most  complete 
manner,  amount  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  sum  total  of 
those  he  has  observed;  that  they  are  excessively 
severe,  and  almost  always  consist  of  affections  of 
the  fibrous  and  osseous  symptoms,  chronic  tuber- 
cular affections  of  the  skin,  or  extensive  ulcera- 
tion of  the  mucous  cavities. 

In  the  observations  of  Dr.  Struntz,  of  the  Charit6 
Hospital,  at  Berlin,  we  find — All  cases  of  primary 
sore,  including  condylomata,  were  treated  success- 
fully without  mercury.  The  number  of  patients  dis- 
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charged  cured  were  733,  and  of  these  Dr.  Struntz 
had  not  met  with  a  single  case  of  secondary 
SyphiHs  up  to  the  period  of  pubHcation.  Both 
modes  of  treatment  were  followed  at  the  Charite, 
but  it  was  found  that  those  patients  who  were 
treated  with  mercury  could  not  be  discharged  for 
two,  three,  or  even  four  weeks  later  than  those  who 
had  not  taken  any  mercurial  preparation." 

Mr.  Guthrie  treated  about  100  cases  of  primary 
sores  without  mercury,  and  thinks  it  an  estabhshed 
fact  that  every  kind  of  ulcer  of  the  genitals  is  cura- 
ble without  mercury.  He,  however,  thinks  that  in 
some  cases  a  gentle  course  will  expedite  the  cure, 
but  does  not  consider  it  a  specific  for  the  venereal 
disease. 

In  "  Pirogoff's  Surgical  Aimals,"  published  in 
"  Oppenheim's  Journal,"  September,  1838,  it 
appears  that  mercury  is  very  seldom  employed  at 
Dorpat  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  disease.  Yet 
Dorpat  is  remarkable  for  the  number  and  severity  of 
syphilitic  cases.  Pirogoff's  general  mode  of  treat- 
ment is  non-mercurial ;  and  he  maintains  that 
relapses  are  less  frequent  and  less  violent  than 
when  mercury  is  employed  as  the  general  means 
of  cure. 

Mr.  Green,  of  Bristol,  in  the  second  volume  of 
the    Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
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Surgical  Association,"  says,  "That  every  form 
and  stage  of  venereal  disease,  except  iritis,  can  be 
cured  completely,  and  better  treated,  without  mer- 
cury than  with  it ;  that,  m  some  cases,  mercury 
not  only  fails  altogether  to  cure,  but  aggravates, 
the  disease,  and,  therefore,  is  not  specific ;  and 
what  have  been  considered  to  be  as  some  of  the 
worst  cases  of  secondary  Syphihs,  result  entirely 
from  mercury  itself — from  the  very  means  used  to 

cure  the  disease." 

Now,  as  regards  iritis.  Dr.  Drysdale  and  myself 
have  cured  cases  of  syphilitic  iritis  ivitliout  mercury. 

Professor  Baerensprung  admits  the  rapidly  cura- 
tive action  of  mercury  in  almost  all  syphilitic 
symptoms,  as  one  of  the  most  striking  therapeutic 
phenomena,  but  he  has,  nevertheless,  abandoned 
the  use  of  it.  He  avows  that  Syphilis  can  be 
cured  thoroughly  without  mercury;  while  under 
its  use  the  disease  is  often  rendered  latent  for 
months  and  years,  and  its  complete  cure  is  delayed. 
Mercury  also  deteriorates  the  constitution,  and  favours 
the  development  of  destructive  local  affections. 
The  non-mercurial  treatment,  in  short,  is  slower, 
but  surer. 

M.  Diday  states,  in  his  work  on  the  "  Natural 
History  of  Syphihs,"  "Now,  mercury,  as  is  well 
known,  since  its  effects  have  been  better  studied, 
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has  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  pretension  of 
radically  curing  Syphilis,  so  as  to  render  all  relapse 
impossible.  Its  warmest  advocates  do  not  in  the 
present  day  do  more  than  claim  for  it  the  power 
of  delaying  the  appearance  of  the  first  syphilitic 
manifestations,  and  of  hastening  the  disappearance 
of  certain  of  them.  In  fact,  I  possess,  and  shall 
produce,  57  observations,  from  which  it  clearly 
results,  that  mercury,  given  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  primary  lesion  by  the  best  specialists, 
and  continued  in  full  doses  during  a  long  or  longer 
period  of  time  than  the  surgeon  has  desired,  has 
left  the  Syphilis  to  conduct  itself,  as  if  the  mer- 
cury had  never  been  given,  that  is,  sometimes  to 
terminate  favourably,  after  two  or  three  attacks  of 
symptoms  of  no  great  intensity,  and  gradually 
decreasing  in  severity;  sometimes  to  relapse  at 
short  intervals,  and  become  more  and  more  severe, 
and  at  length  become  tertiary.  On  the  other 
hand,  mercury  has  its  inconveniences  aad  its 
dangers.  While  absolving  it  from  the  production 
of  imaginary  evils — while  declaring  it  innocent  of 
the  production  of  certain  syphilitic  lesions,  which 
Germany  still  persists  in  laying  to  its  charge,  I 
impute  to  it  positively,  and  on  sufficient  clinical 
evidence,  the  following  disadvantages  : — 
1st.  Rendering  the  primary  sore  phagedenic. 
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2nd.  Occasioning  stomatitis  and  necrosis  of  the 
alveolar  borders. 

3rd.  An  acute  affection  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
mucous  membrane,  and  dyspepsia. 

4th.  Trembling  of  the  extremities. 

5th.  Apoplexy,  though  this  is  rare. 

6th.  Insanity. 

All  these  accidents  I  have  seen  supervene  as  the 
results  of  treatment  ordered  and  superintended  by 
the  most  competent  and  most  attentive  practi- 
tioners; moreover,  I  have  seen  Syphilis  treated 
■without  mercury  in  general  recover.  I  have  col- 
lected numerous  observations  where  the  persist- 
ence of  the  cure  has  been  determined  at  the  end 
of  four,  five,  six,  seven,  and  fourteen  years,  count- 
ing from  the  disappearance  of  the  last  syphilitic 
symptoms." 

Dr.  Hermaim,  who  has  had  great  experience  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease,  in  the  Wien  Medicin, 
Wockensch,  says,  "he  knows  of  no  such  thing 
as  a  general  syphilitic  poisoning  of  the  blood, 
and  affirms  that  all  the  forms  which  have  been 
hitherto  traced  to  a  syphilitic  crasis  of  the  blood, 
and  considered  as  constitutional,  do  not  belong  to 
Syphilis,  but  are  distinctly  traced  to  chronic  mer- 
curialization,  to  the  admixture  of  mercury  with  the 
blood.   During  the  last  three  years  he  has  had 
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under  his  hands  at  the  Vienna  .Iiosi)ital  some  ten 
thousand  syphihtic  patients ;  most  of  them  had 
heen  treated  without  mercury.  300  of  these  cases, 
presented  in  exquisite  forms,  &c.,  so-called  consti- 
tutional Syphilis — the  clearest  proof  was  obtained 
that  they  belonged  to  the  class  of  mercurialised 
diseases.  In  all  the  other  cases  which  came  imme- 
diately under  his  care,  there  has  not  been  one 
single  case  in  which  the  constitutional  Syphilis 
was  developed." 

Mr.  James  Syme,  in  his  "  Principles  of  Surgery," 
says,  ''Instead  of  using  mercury  pill,  which,  even 
thus  restricted  in  its  employment,  is  not  free  from 
the  dangers  of  doing  harm,  I  prefer  the  hydriodate 
of  potass  in  the  dose  of  two  grains  taken  three 
times  a-day."  In  reference  to  secondary  symptoms 
he  says,  "It  is  much  better  to  abstain  from  mer- 
cury altogether,  and  either  trust  entirely  to  local 
means,  together  with  a  suitable  regimen,  or  em- 
ploy iodine  in  some  form  in  which  it  is  usually 
prescribed.  The  simple  solution  of  the  hydiiodate 
of  potass  seems  to  me  the  most  convenient.  In 
affections  of  the  periosteum,  or  bones,  which,  as 
already  mentioned,  never  occurs  in  a  severe  form, 
except  when  the  patient  has  suffered  from  mer- 
curial influence,  iodine  is  also  found  eminently 
useful.    If  mercury  were  never  used  improperly, 
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the  treatment  of  venereal  disease,  ;both  primary 
and  secondary,  would  become  very  easy,  and  as  its 
abuse  is  becoming  every  day  less  common,  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  the  formidable  class  of  mer- 
curial diseases,  on  which  volumes  have  been 
written,  and  particularly  ulcers  of  this  origin 
on  the  genitals,  skin,  mouth,  and  throat,  will  soon 
cease  to  be  met  with  in  practice." 

Dr.  Graves,  in  his  "  Clinical  Medicine,"  states, 
"  The  inferences  which  my  experience  has  led  me 
to  draw  on  the  subject  are,  that  many  cases  of 
Byphilis — indeed,  a  great  majority  of  cases  of 
primary  sores — may  be  cured  without  mercury. 
There  are  others  in  which  its  employment  is 
indispensable." 

"  Were  I  to  speak  for  myself,  I  would  say  that,  as 
a  general  rule,  I  prefer  the  non-mercurial  plan  in 
the  treatment  of  primary  chancres,  particularly  of 
some  at  the  commencement,  and  when  they  appear 
in  persons  of  a  delicate  and  scrofulous  habit,  I 
think  at  least  you  will  not  be  wrong  in  giving  many 
cases  ©f  chancre  a  trial,  and  see  whether  you  can 
cure  them  without  mercury.  If  secondary  symp- 
toms appear,  you  have  still  a  resource  in  mercury 
— the  patient's  constitution  is  unimpaired,  and  the 
disease  is  still  amenable  to  treatment.  If  you 
treat  your  patient  properly,  he  has  many  chances 
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in  his  favour,  and  if  he  get  secondary  symptoms, 
mercury  will  still  act  favourably  on  his  system  *  * 
Where  a  patient  has  been  salivated  without  being 
improved,  one  of  two  things  must  be  inferred — 
either  that  the  mineral  has  had  no  effect  on  the 
disease,  or  that  it  has  an  injurious  effect  on  the 
constitution.  This  I  have  often  endeavoured  to 
impress  upon  you;  I  will  venture  to  say  that  I 
would  give  a  patient  labouring  under  primary 
symptoms  any  quantity  of  mercury  without  pro- 
ducing a  favourable  effect  on  the  disease,  or  doing 
him  any  good.  I  would  engage  to  salivate  a  man 
affected  with  sore  throat,  and  yet  leave  him  as  bad, 
or  even  worse,  than  ever.  I  have  witnessed  the 
occurrence  over  and  over  again,  and  have  laid  it 
down  to  myself  as  a  proposition  that  venereal 
disease  may  be  treated  with  mercury  to  the  fullest 
extent  without  being  cured." 

Dr.  Fricke  remarks,  "  that  although  affections  of 
the  bones  and  periosteum  are  a  very  frequent 
effect  of  the  syphilitic  poison,  per  se,  yet  caries  and 
destruction  of  the  bone  are  seldom  or  eyer  ob- 
served, except  when  mercury  has  been  ad- 
ministered. This  observation  is  generally  correct, 
but  nevertheless  it  requkes  some  hmitation ;  for  I 
have  ceen  caries  of  bone  in  the  venereal  disease 
when  not  a  grain  of  mercury  has  been  given.  In 
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the  cases  I  allude  to,  the  scrofulous  diathesis  was 
pre-eminently  marked,  and  the  affections  of  hones 
which  the  venereal  poison  exhibited  immediately 
degenerated  fi'om  its  usual  course,  and  assumed  all 
the  characters  of  scrofulous  disease.  In  either 
instances  destruction  of  the  nasal  hones  and  con- 
sequent sinking  of  the  nose  occurs — a  deformity 
occasionally  of  simple  scrofulous  origin."  * 

T.  Weeden  Cooke,  *'0n  theEelative  Influence 
of  Nature  and  Art  in  the  Cure  of  Syphilis,"  says, 
"  Accidental  circumstances  led  me  to  the  observa- 
tion, some  years  ago,  that  an  indurated  chancre 
was  not  necessarily  followed  by  constitutional 
Syphilis.    I  have  abeady  quoted  instances;  I 
thought  that  these  cases,  taken  together  with  the 
unfavourable  results  obtained  from  mercurial  treat- 
ment, would  be  ample  justification  for  '  daring ' 
to  abstain  from  mercury  entirely.    By  this  pro- 
ceeding I  observed  that  although  some  persons 
were  exempt  from  any  constitutional  affection, 
others  had  cutaneous  eruptions,  sore  throat,  and 
falling  of  the  hair,  but  in  a  remarkably  modified 
form.    I  remarked,  also,  that  this  process  having 
been  gone  through,  and  no  mercury  having  been 
administered,  the  patient  recovered,  and  no  re- 
lapse occurred,  except  in  those  whose  habit  of 

*  Graves  loco  citato. 
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spirit-drinking  prevented  the  restoration  of  the 
tissues  to  their  normal  condition.  A  long-con- 
tinued observation  of  the  results  produced  in 
Nature's  own  workshop  could  not  fail  to  convince 
any  one  whose  mind  was  not  biassed  by  a  foregone 
conclusion,  that  the  cutaneous  eruption  was  the 
natural  means  of  relieving  the  blood  of  the  venereal 
virus  with  which  it  had  been  inoculated,  and  that, 
by  suppressing  this  purifying  process,  the  virus 
was  retained  in  the  system,  to  spend  its  venom 
upon  deeper-seated  and  more  important  tissues. 
Here  we  see  the  great  fundamental  error  of  the 
mercurial  treatment,  which  not  only  checks  the 
natural  cure  of  the  disease  by  cutaneous  elimina- 
tion, but  adds  to  the  tissues  already  poisoned  a 
metal  whose  influence  tends  most  unquestionably 
to  increase  the  dyscrasia  already  existing.  As  long 
as  this  counter-poison  is  in  use,  the  cutaneous 
eruption  is  kept  in  abeyance,  but  as  soon  as  its 
influence  is  removed,  Nature  asserts  her  own 
supremacy,  and  the  disease  is  thrown  upon  the 
surface,  unless,  indeed,  the  depressing  influence 
of  the  mercury  has  been  so  great  that  Nature  is 
cowed,  and  she  has  not  any  longer  the  power  of 
carrying  out  her  own  good  intentions." 

Dr.  Drysdale,  in  The  Treatment  of  Syphilis 
and  other  Diseases  without  Mercury,"  says,  "  I  am 
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inclined  to  believe  that  if  the  disease  were  care- 
fully treated  by  hygienic  remedies  and  topical 
applications,  it  would  extremely  rarely  present  any 
features  of  gravity ;  indeed,  I  question  whether 
any  very  severe  symptoms  would  ever  appear  in 
adults.    Of  course,  this  is  the  most  difficult  point 
to  assert  categorically.    Almost  any  disease,  in 
persons  of  feeble  health,  either  produced  by  con- 
genital influences,  or  by  bad  habits,  may  lead,  in 
rare  cases,  to  severe  accidents ;  just  as  a  shght 
bruise  may  lead,  in  a  spirit -drinker,  to  erysipelas 
and  death.    Severe  cases,  however,  if  they  may 
occur  under  careful  hygienic  treatment,  are  ex- 
tremely rare ;  but  even  were  they  common,  it 
would  evidently  be  a  most  illogical  conclusion  to 
imagine  that  therefore  they  ought  to  be  treated 
by  so  treacherous  a  drug  as  mercury.    For  the 
evidence  contained,  in  the  previous  pages,  proves 
most  conclusively  that  whatever  Syphilis  may  be 
when  treated  hygienically  and  topically,  it  is  infi- 
nitely severer  when   interfered  with   by  the 
mineral. 

"  Were  mercury  entirely  abandoned  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Syphilis  by  all  practitioners  in  any  country 
during  the  next  ten  years,  we  should  then  be  able 
to  judge  what  the  disease  really  may  lead  to  ;  and 
all  that  we  are  now  warranted  in  saying  is,  that 
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all  tlie  cases  wliicli  have  been  treated  without 
mercury  by  Fricke,  John  Thompson,  Syme,  &c., 
have  recovered,  without  the  serious  complications 
we  so  constantly  observe,  even  to  this  day,  in  the 
patients  of  mercurialists.  I  cannot  help,  then, 
conjuring  my  brethren  of  the  medical  profession 
to  reconsider  their  opinions  as  to  the  value  of 
mercury  in  the  treatment  of  Syphilis,  and  other 
diseases." 

Can  these  secondary  symptoms,  which  follow 
either  mode  of  treatment,  be  cured  without 
mercury  ? 

Yes,  they  can ;  there  is  not  the  least  necessity 
for  the  drug  at  all :  the  true  mode  of  treatment  is 
to  employ  the  most  active  means  we  have,  to  im- 
prove the  constitution  of  our  patient  by  tonics, 
liberal  diet,  strict  hygienic  laws,  and  to  keep  the 
secretory  and  excretory  functions  in  order.  By 
doing  this,  our  patient  will  recover  much  sooner 
if  there  has  been  no  mercury  administered ;  but  if 
this  drug  has  been  given,  we  must  endeavour,  by 
proper  remedies,  as  iodide  of  potassium,  purgations, 
Turkish  baths,  to  eliminate  it  from  the  system. 
If  we  can  succeed  in  doing  this,  it  is  my  firm  con- 
viction the  patient  will  recover,  and,  judging  from 
practical  experience,  I  am  quite  certain  that,  in  all 
cases  where  mercury  has  been  administered,  re- 
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lapses  will  be  more  frequent  than  in  those  cases 
where  it  has  been  avoided. 

In  reference  to  constitutional  Syphilis,  Mr. 
Erichsen  says,  "  I  think  we  should  endeavour,  if 
possible,  to  remove  the  constitutional  affection 
without  mercury.  It  is  true,  that  in  many  cases 
we  shall  not  succeed  in  doing  so,  but  at  least  we 
improve  the  health  and  check  the  disease,  and  bring 
our  patient  into  a  proper  condition  to  support  a 
mercurial  course,  should  it  be  thought  necessary 
eventually  to  put  him  upon  one." 

"  That  great  advantages  result  from  maintaining 
the  tone  of  the  system  in  Syphilis,  is  undoubted  : 
we  always  find  that  the  intensity  of  the  ravages  of 
the  venereal  poison  are  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
debihty  and  want  of  resisting  power  in  the  con- 
stitution of  our  patient." 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  the  disease  can  be  eradi- 
cated from  the  system  by  these  means,  or  that 
any  of  these  remedies,  even  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
can  take  the  place  of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of 
constitutional  Syphilis;  indeed,  I  cannot  call  to 
my  mind  a  single  case  in  which  this  form  of  the 
affection  has  been  radically  and  permanently  cured 
without  the  administration  of  mercury." 

Dr.  Graves,  in  reference  to  this  point,  says, 
*'  If  you  are  to  beheve  some  authors,  you  cannot. 
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According  to  their  'sdews  of  the  case,  a  patient 
labouring  under  secondary  SyphiHs,  if  treated 
without  mercury,  may  get  well-  for  a  time,  but  the 
disease  will  return  again  and  again  until  it  breaks 
up  the  health.  All  I  can  say  on  this  point  in 
question  is,  that  I  have  seen  several  cases  pro- 
nounced as  secondary  Syphilis  get  completely  well 
without  mercury, 

"  About  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  there  was  a  case 
of  secondary  Syphilis  in  the  hospital,  which  I  un- 
dertook to  treat  without  mercury.  It  was  a  case 
of  well-marked  papular  disease,  which  had  made 
its  appearance  about  six  weeks  after  the  primary 
sore ;  and  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  subject,  I 
showed  the  man  to  the  late  Mr.  Hewson,  a  gentle- 
man justly  esteemed  for  his  accurate  and  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  the  venereal  disease.  He  pro- 
nounced it  at  once  a  case  of  true  Syphilis,  and 
added  that  it  could  not  be  cured  without  mercury. 
As  there  were  no  urgent  reasons  for  the  exhibition 
of  mercury,  I  thought  it  a  matter  worthy  of  expe- 
riment, and  treated  the  man  with  purgatives  and 
antimonials,  followed  by  vegetable  alteratives  and 
nitric  acid.  I  did  so,  and  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
perfect  cure.  I  kept  the  man  under  surveillance 
to  see  if  a  relapse  would  occur.  He  never  had  a 
return  of  the  disease,  and  Mr.  Hewson  was  struck 
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with  the  result,  as  he  had  no  conception  the 
patient  would  be  cured  without  mercury  ;  indeed, 
this  was  the  general  opinion,  the  other  surgeons 
of  the  hospital  having  arrived  at  the  same  conclu- 
sion. This  case  made  a  very  strong  impression  on 
my  mind,  and,  connected  with  others  having  a 
similar  result,  has  convinced  me  that  there  is 
some  truth  in  the  statement  of  those  authors  who 
say  that  Syphilis  can  be  cured  without  mercury. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  must  confess  that  there  are 
some  cases  which  answer  the  description  by  Mr. 
CoUes,  and  which  cannot  be  cured  without  bring- 
ing the  patient  under  the  influence  of  mercury. 
Now,  to  what  conclusion  does  this  tend  ?  simply 
to  this — and  I  believe  it  is  the  conclusion  which 
all  rational  men  have  come  to — that  although 
there  are  many  cases  of  Syphilis  that  can  be  cured 
without  mercury,  there  are  others  in  which  its 
employment  is  indispensable."  I  have  treated 
now  upwards  of  forty  cases  of  primary  disease 
without  mercury.  A  very  large  proportion  have 
had  secondary  symptoms,  (in  every  case  but  one 
very  slight,)  and  the  patients  have  been  cured  of 
these  secondary  symptoms  also  without  mercury, 
and  in  none  has  there  been  any  relapse,  fully  bear, 
ing  out  what  Dr.  Graves  says  in  reference  to  the 
case  treated  by  him,  and  fully  proving  to  my  mind 
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that  the  disease  can  be  thoroughly  eradicated  from 
the  system  entirely  without  mercury ;  and  this  also, 
I  think,  shows  that  Mr.  Erichsen's  opinion  is  not 
right,  when  he  states  that  he  does  not  helieve  the 
disease  can  be  eradicated  from  the  system  by  any 
other  remedy  but  mercury. 

In  nearly  all  the  cases  of  Syphilitic  Eupia  I 
have  seen  (or  ''mercurial  syphilide,"  as  my  friend 
Dr.  Drysdale  terms  it),  the  patients  have  been 
either  once,  twice,  or  even  three  times  fully  mer- 
curialized. 

Dr.  Bennett,  of  Edinburgh,  says,  in  reference 
to  this  disease,  I  have  never  met  with  a  case  of 
Kupia  but  in  individuals  who  have  been  the 
subjects  of  mercurial  poisoning." 

The  worst  case  of  this  disease  I  ever  saw  was  in 
the  wards  of  the  Eoyal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh, 
under  the  care  of  Professor  Syme.  The  patient,  a 
man,  had  been  mercurialized  three  times;  the 
stench  arising  from  him  rendered  it  compulsory 
to  keep  the  poor  man  in  a  room  by  himself.  He 
was  treated  with  iodide  of  potassium  and  chloride 
of  lime  lotion,  and  liberal  diet,  and  ultimately  was 
discharged  cured.  From  this  case,  and  from 
numerous  others  that  I  have  seen,  both  at  the 
Skin  Hospital  and  at  the  Dispensary,  I  am  quite 
certain  that  mercury  does  not  eradicate  the  disease, 
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and  I  think,  if  we  avoided  that  drug  and  other 
lowering  remedies,  Kupia  would  soon  not  be  so 
common  a  disease  as  it  is  at  present  in  this 
country.  I  have  met  with  one  case  of  Eupia 
under  the  non-mercurial  treatment.  In  this  case 
the  patient  had  been  taking  for  a  long  time  small 
doses  of  iodide  of  potassium,  and  at  the  same  time 
suffering  from  loss  of  appetite.  I  shall  now  quote 
three  cases  by  each  method  from  my  case-book,  in 
as  short  and  concise  a  manner  as  possible. 

CASES  TEEATED  BY  MEECUEY. 

1st.  A  male,  contracted  primary  disease,  and 
came  under  my  care  in  May,  1862.  Chancre 
slightly  indurated  ;  glands  in  the  inguinal  region 
enlarged.  Treated  by  pil.  hydrarg,  gr.  v.,  night  and 
morning  ;  lotio  nigra  to  sore.  Treatment  continued 
until  he  was  salivated.  Induration  gone,  chancre 
healed.  Five  weeks  after  the  healing  of  the  sore, 
syphiHtic  roseola  broke  out.  He  was  treated  by 
iodide  of  potassium,  of  which  drug  he  took  16 
drachms.  During  this  treatment  he  had  ulcerated 
sore  throat  and  tongue,  mucous  tubercles  on  lips. 
As  he  did  not  improve  under  this  treatment,  I 
ordered  him  calomel  vapour  baths;  he  took  45,  with- 
out benefit.    I  then  ordered  him  small  doses  of 
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bi-cliloride  of  mercury.  He  took  6  drachms  and 
3  grains.  As  his  health  was  beginning  to  succumb 
through  the  treatment,  I  ordered  him  to  the  sea- 
side. He  was  then  suffering  from  ulcers  of  the 
tongue,  and  mucous  tubercles  on  lips.  Januarj-, 
1863,  quite  well  in  health,  but  still  suffers  from 
mucous  tubercles  on  lips.  1866,  seems  to  be  quite 
well,  and  has  married. 

Case  2. — Male,  aged  21 ;  indurated  chancre 
treated  by  mercury  to  salivation;  had  enlarged 
glands  in  both  groins ;  secondary  symptoms  first 
appeared  three  months  after  the  sore  had  healed. 
When  I  first  saw  him  he  was  suffering  from  syphi- 
litic psoriasis  affecting  the  whole  of  the  body. 
Ordered  him  calomel  vapour  baths ;  he  took 
124.  Discharged  cured.  A  relapse  the  following 
spring,  for  which  he  took  iodide  of  potassium  and 
sarsaparilla  ;  discharged  cured  at  the  end  of  three 
months.  He  has  continued  ever  since  to  suffe^* 
from  relapses,  principally  in  the  form  of  syphilitic 
psoriasis  palmaris. 

Case  3.— Male,  aged  20.  Indurated  sore,  en- 
larged glands  in  inguinal  region.  Treated  by 
hydrarg  to  salivation,  followed  by  a  com-se  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  Six  months  after  the  primary 
sore  had  healed,  secondaries  appeared ;  treated  by 
iodide  of  potassium.   A  relapse  again  at  the  end  of 
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four  months ;  treated  tlie  same  way.  Have  not 
seen  the  patient  since. 

CASES  TEEATED  WITHOUT  MEECUKY. 

Case  1.— Male,  aged  30.  Indurated  sore  ;  en- 
largement of  inguinal  glands  ;  first  came  under 
my  care  July  1st,  1864.  Treated  with  chlorate 
of  potash,  5  grains,  t.  d.,  and  lotio  nigra  to  sore. 

July  31st.  Sore  healed,  induration  remaining. 
December  9th,  came  again  under  my  care  for 
gonorrhoea ;  has  had  no  secondary  symptoms  as 
yet ;  induration  quite  gone. 

Case  2nd. — Male,  32.  Large  indurated  sore,  en- 
largement of  inguinal  glands,  and  scaly  copper 
coloured  eruption  on  body ;  troubled  with  a  cough  ; 
feels  very  poorly ;  came  under  my  care  Feb.  18th, 
1865  ;  ordered  him  a  cough  mixture,  and  sulphate 
of  zinc  lotion  to  sore. 

April  23.  Sore  healed  ;  induration  still  continues ; 
cough  mixture  ;  rash  the  same. 

May  3rd.  Induration  continues  ;  pain  in  chest ; 
cough  and  rash  the  same. 

12th.  Ordered  him  out  of  town,  and  to  take 
bark  and  ammonia,  and  squill  and  poppy  piUs ;  the 
rash  commencing  to  fade. 

June  30th.  Eash  fading  ;  induration  not  gone; 
no  medicine. 
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July  29tli.  Rash  quite  gone;  induration  has 
nearly  disappeared ;  feels  quite  well.  * 

Jan.  4th,  1866.  Quite  well;  no  induration. 

Case  3rd. — Male,  25.  Indurated  chancre;  enlarged 
glands  in  groin ;  contracted  the  disease  four  weeks 
bej^-e  he  came  under  my  care  ;  ordered  him  pot. 
chlo.  grns.  5 1.  d.  lotio.  zinc  sulph.  July  14th,  1865. 

Aug.  4th.  Chancre  healed  ;  induration  not  gone  ; 
glands  in  groin  still  enlarged. 

24th.  Induration  remains ;  no  rash,  but  syphi- 
litic sore  throat. 

Sept.  6th.  Better. 

21st.  Discharged  cured;  induration  not  quite 
gone. 

Jan.  6th,  1866.  Induration  quite  gone,  and  has 
no  symptoms  of  the  disease  about  him. 

I  think  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  make 
some  brief  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  hereditary 
Syphilis.  M.  CuUerier  states,  "  Although  in  ex- 
ceptional cases  adults  may  become  freed  from 
constitutional  Syphilis  without  the  aid  of  mercury, 
this  is  not  the  case  with  infants.  By  appropriate 
hygiene,  we  may  disperse  aU  the  symptoms,  but 
they  will  reappear  at  intervals  of  greater  or  less 
length,  until  a  cachexia  is  mduced,  and  the  child 
either  dies  of  marasmus,  or  from  its  being  unable 
to  resist  some  intercurrent  affection." 
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A  young  infant,  the  subject  of  Syphilis,  and 
not  treated  with  mercury,  always  dies  within  a 
given  period,  mercury  being  indispensable." 

Mr.  Erichsen  says,  "  The  curative  treatment  as 
regards  the  child  is  extremely  simple.  It  should 
be  brought  up  by  hand,  lest  it  infects  the  nurse,  or 
continues  to  receive  fresh  accession  of  poison  from 
the  diseased  milk  of  its  mother.  It  must  be  then 
put  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  which  in  these 
cases  acts  almost  as  a  specific;  and,  indeed,  the 
ready  manner  in  which  all  disease  maybe  eradicated 
from  the  system  of  a  syphilitic  child  by  this  mineral 
is,  perhaps,  one  oFthe  strongest  proofs  that  can  be 
adduced  of  the  specific  character  of  its  action  in 
the  venereal  poison."  Mr.  Weeden  Cooke,  Mr. 
Allingham,  Dr.  Drysdale,  and  myself,  treat  heredi- 
tary Syphilis  without  mercury,  and  we  find  in  this 
disease  when  so  treated,  that  the  rate  of  mortality 
is  much  lower,  and  the  time  required  to  cure  the 
disease  much  shorter,  than  when  treated  by  mer- 
cury ;  and  that  children  do  not  die,  as  M.  CuUerier 
states,  when  treated  ivitliout  mercury. 

The  first  child  I  treated  by  the  non-mercurial 
plan  is  now  nearly  four  years  old,  and  is  in  the 
very  best  of  health,  and  quite  free  from  all  signs 
of  the  disease.  My  friend,  Mr.  Allingham,  informs 
me  that  he  has  treated  forty-eight  cases  of  here- 
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ditary  Syphilis  without  mercury  ;  six  deaths  only  ; 
one  death  where  the  child  was  over  three  months 
old.  The  average  duration  of  treatment  was  forty- 
six  days  ;  the  number  of  relapses  known  by  him 
were  six,  and  they  speedily  got  well  again  under 
the  same  treatment,  and  the  symptoms  were  not 
severe.  According  to  his  statistics,  published  in 
the  ''Medical  Times  and  Gazette,"  October,  1863, 
we  find  that  the  per-centage  of  deaths  under  the 
mercurial  treatment  were  twenty-nine,  and  yet  this 
mode  of  treatment  was  considered  to  be  successful 
by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  M.  CuUerier  and  Mr.  Erichsen. 

The  number  of  cases  I  have  treated  myself  is 
sixty-four  j  four  deaths.  The  average  duration  of 
treatment  has  been  forty  days,  and  the  number  of 
relapses  known  to  me  has  been  three. 

Diday,  in  his  work  on  "  Infantile  Syphilis,"  says, 
Apart  from  all  peculiar  circumstances,  it  appears 
to  me  that  a  three-months  course  of  treatment  is 
sufficient  in  infants,  on  condition  it  be  with  mer- 
cury, and  on  condition  that  it  be  administered 
directly  to  the  patient  himself."  Therefore,  as 
regards  time  of  cure,  we  gain  nothing  by  the 
mercurial  mode.  In  treating  this  disease,  Diday 
prefers  the  bi-chloride  of  mercury  to  all  other 
remedies.  Sir  B.  Brodie  preferred  the  mercurial 
bandage.   M.  Cullerier's  mode  of  treatment  was 


47 


by  inunction  of  a  mild  mercurial  ointment  to  the 
sides  of  the  chest. 

I  consider  that  in  the  treatment  of  hereditary 
Syphilis  great  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
diet  of  the  infant ;  and  I  consider  it  an  important 
point  of  the  treatment  that,  if  the  mother  be 
syphilitic,  she  ought  not  to  suckle  her  child ;  for 
I  consider  that  if  the  mother  be  labouring  under 
constitutional. Syphilis,  her  milk  must,  of  course, 
be  in  an  impoverished  condition,  or  even  it  may 
convey  the  syphilitic  poison  to  the  child. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  in  his  work  on  "Hereditary 
Diseases,"  reports  four  cases  in  which  the  disease 
was  transmitted  through  the  milk.  Dr.  Blundell, 
in  his  lectures,  mentions  the  case  of  a  child  born 
syphilitic,  of  a  syphilitic  mother,  who  suckled 
it.  The  symptoms  in  this  child  on  two  occasions 
were  removed  by  mercurial  treatment,  but  when 
they  appeared  for  the  third  time,  he  concluded 
that  the  disease  was  maintained  through  the  milk 
of  its  mother.  The  child  was  therefore  weaned, 
and  was  cured  without  difficulty.  Therefore,  in 
all  cases  of  hereditary  Syphilis,  I  order  the  infant 
to  be  fed  upon  some  hght  form  of  diet  that  I 
think  it  capable  of  digesting.  Extreme  cleanli- 
ness should  be  observed,  and  the  child  should  be 
placed  under  strict  hygienic  laws.    The  remedies 
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I  have  used  in  treating  these  cases  have  been 
chlorate  of  potash,  mih  and  without  hydrochloric 
acid,  cod-liver  oil,  and  steel  wine. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  we  can  draw  the  follow- 
ing deductions  : — 

1st.  That  the  primary  sore  can  be  healed  with- 
out mercury. 

2nd.  That  mercury  does  not  prevent  secondary 
symptoms. 

3rd.  That  the  secondary  symptoms  that  follow  ■ 
the  non-mercurial  are  slighter  than  those  that 
follow  the  mercurial  treatment. 

4th.  That  secondaries  are  more  frequent  ^  after 
the  mercurial  than  after  the  non-mercurial  treat- 
ment. 

5th.  That  if  the  patient  be  of  a  strumous 
diathesis,  mercury  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Cth.  That  Eupia  and  bone  disease  seldom 
follow  the  non-mercurial  treatment. 

7th.  That  perhaps  the  disease  disappears  more 
rapidly  under  the  mercurial  treatment,  but  the 
result  is  not  effective  or  lasting,  and  by  avoiding 
the  use  of  the  drug  altogether  we  do  not  damage 
the  constitution,  and  nature,  with  a  little  help, 
will  cure  the  disease. 

Lastly.  That,  in  hereditary  S}iDhilis,  the  rate 
of  mortality  is  lower,  and  the  duration  of  treatment 
is  shorter,  when  treated  without  mercury. 

FINIS. 
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